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and powerful and ambitious. One ruled southern
Babylonia down to the coast of the Persian Gull and
the other controlled an empire reaching to Armenia
and Palestine although his capital lay within easy
attack from the south.
Until'a few years back Elam had been a, weak state
generally obeying the commands of the kings of Sumer
and Akkad but now it had become powerful and its
rulers often made inroads on both of these kingdoms
occasionally despoiling their temples and carrying
their kings captives. If a Hebrew tradition can be
believed, right at this time Ghedorlaomer (perhaps
Kudur-lagamar) imposed his will upon the rival kings
of Babylonia and communicated across them with
the Hittites.
But in his thirty -five years (c 2094 B, a) Hammurabi
bid for power and challenged the Eiamites everywhere,
His generals Siniddinum and Inuksharaar took Ur
and Larsam and invaded Emutbalim (in Elam) and
overran it. Elam, however, remained out of his
power but the Babylonian monarch annexed the entire
territory in Southern Babylonia upto the borders of
Elam.
Hammurabi's letters and despatches are uncommon
specimens of ancient political dealings, but what is
still more important is his Code, the first human planned
code of law. It is inscribed on a stele discovered at
Susa and has made Hammurabi's name familiar to the
modern world as of no other king of antiquity is. It
is true that much of the Code is based on Sumerian
laws, yet its scientific recast and classification make
the Babylonian emperor rightly a great lawgiver.
Hammurabi was an extraordinary organizer of
empire and government. It was mainly through
him that Babylon became the undisputed metropolis
of ancient Mesopotamia. For about a millennium